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Stairs: George Tucker, Anjali Atal
Gupta, Linda Dana, David Anderson.
Foreground from left: Bob Engelhart,
Susan Engelhart, Barbara Bugna, Jill
Gregori, Estrene West, Wayne Gregori.
Not present: Natalia Williams

San Leandro Renaissance 2012  Future
It’s hard not to get grumpy as we grow
older. At 54 (a youthful 54) I have an
occasional bout of grumpiness. My
“happy” therapy can be as simple as
taking our dog for a walk or for more
serious episodes I can resort to
watching reruns of Seinfeld. For many
residents it has been understandably
difficult over the years to watch San
Leandro go from a manufacturing
powerhouse to a manufacturing “doll
house.” Even though we all
know that the disappearance of
US manufacturing is a
nationwide phenomenon we
can't help but attribute its
disappearance in San
Leandro to someone or
something. The entire
affair is enough to make
us grumpy, the kind of
grumpy that even Jerry,
Elaine, George and Kramer
have a hard time chasing away.
But let's not be so involved with the
problems of the day that we don't see
the forest for the trees; there are good
reasons to be hopeful for a San
Leandro Renaissance of sorts.

San Leandro is getting a BIG
second chance thanks to some forward
thinking bureaucrats. In the 70’s, these
city workers, with an eye to the future,
convinced city management to spend
taxpayer dollars to install empty pipes in
the ground during service upgrades.
Fast forward to 2012, a local
businessman sees a big opportunity in
those empty pipes. As many of you
know, today that businessman, Dr.
Patrick Kennedy of OSIsoft has
partnered with the City to use those
empty pipes to create a fiber optic ring
around our industrial park. The desired
goal? To be able to provide very fast
Internet service to large technology
companies. Super fast internet
connectivity is the basic resource that
every technology company needs but
most cities cannot offer due to the
tremendous expense of installation

(digging up the streets) and now SL has
the opportunity to offer it to them.
When I say “super fast” I mean
REALLY fast. Ever think of
downloading the entire Library of
Congress? Probably not; but if you did,
you could download it in just seconds
on this cable now in place under the
streets of in San Leandro. Yes, I said
seconds. That is the kind of resource
that is required if you are Google,

Facebook, Twitter and thousands of
other tech companies. You may

be wondering, “Are essential
resources important to business
growth?” Just think of what the
farming industry in Southern
California would be if it were not
for the California Aqueduct.
Rather than dining on delicious
hearts of romaine each
evening we’d be eating

“tumbleweed salads.” For San
Leandro this fiber network is our

California Aqueduct.
Want more good news? I’ve heard

our new city manager speak at two
different events. As first impressions
go; these went very well. For a guy on
the job only 7 weeks Chris Zapata did a
great job talking about the city, our
future and his role in directing it.
Sharp, affable and genuine we
welcome him to our community and
wish him well.

Most cities are built on the backs of
the paychecks of their residents. San
Leandro was built thanks to employers
like Best Tractor, Catapillar, Frieden
Calculators, AT&T and many more.
When those industries left town (or
disappeared) so did much of our local
purchasing power, real estate values,
etc... What is required to raise our city?
Good paying, stable jobs. Today that
means technology jobs. Thanks to
OSIsoft President, Dr. Patrick Kennedy
and city management better times are
on the way.

Wayne Gregori, President

We're off to a good start with 352
members. Having a well represented
Association is good for our community,
the city and our property values. New
home buyers like to know that there is
an active association.

Google Groups Progress

Membership is 359

352 Members and Counting

We haven't yet begun to use the Google
Groups email list because there are only
112 people who have signed up. That is
in stark contrast to the 440 members
that we have in the bovia alert email.
Unlike our bovia alert email, on Google I
cannot simply transfer the email
addresses of the list participants. Each
person must actively subscribe. Using
the Google Group at present would
mean that 2/3rds of residents would not
get the email. So, if haven't gone to the
website yet to sign up, please take a
moment and do so.

Join Today!:
Annual Dues: $20
Please make check payable to
BOVIA
P.O. Box 461
San Leandro, CA 94557
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Driveway Social Season is
Fast Approaching

Groundhog day came and went
this year. Whether or not the rodent
saw his shadow and did a little jig or
descended back into his burrow for
an extended nap is of little
importance to our spring plans.
BOVIA is planning for a great spring
and as we peek our heads from our
winter hibernation we should all think
about hosting a Driveway Social.
Groundhogs are social animals and...
so are we! People had lots of fun last
year getting to know their neighbors.
Let's do it again this year; you
provide the driveway and BOVIA will
provide the morning refreshments
(BOVIA will reimburse you for the
coffee and donuts). Contact Linda
Dana or Barbara Bugna for more info.

Cal Trans Repair Work
Concerned about our roadways?

Would you like to help improve our
roads? Well, Cal Trans has an online
process for reporting any work that
Cal Trans is responsible for, and it's
easy. Simply access the cal trans
home page at http://www.dot.ca.gov/,
click on Contact Us, click on
Maintenance Service Request and
use the drop down menus and
narrative blocks to report your issue.

Don't hold your breath; Cal Trans
probably won't respond immediately,
but...the longest journey begins with
the first step. Cal Trans normally
responds within 10 days.

This reporting system is for roads
that Cal Trans is responsible for...not
San Leandro streets, but Davis St. is
CA 61 & CA 112, 14th St. is CA 185
and Doolittle from Davis to the
Oakland border is 61.

If we all participate, we can make
a difference.

Bob Engelhart Treasurer

Rock Quarry City Response
(This information was received just

days before the newletter went to
print. A public hearing is scheduled for
Monday, April 9th.)

The narrative below was sent to
the Mayor, City Manager & council
from our Community Development
Director, Luke Sims. There will be
more on this next week (4/9), just
wanted to assure you and the BayO
Vista neighborhood that the city is
paying close attention to this.
Regards, Michael Gregory, Vice
Mayor/Councilmember, District #1.

As you may have learned, San
Leandro Rock Company, the owner of
the former rock quarry located at
13575 Lake Chabot Road, has filed a
petition (application) with the County
of Alameda for a general plan
amendment and zone change that
would set the stage for the subdivision
of the 58.6 acre site into a single
family residential development of
approximately 126 to 134 lots. Upon
learning of the proposal from a nearby
homeowner on Wednesday, and from
email inquiries from ViceMayor
Gregory, staff immediately contacted
the Alameda County Planning
Department and obtained a copy of
the Public Notice, Project Description,
and staff report prepared by County
planning staff for a public meeting
scheduled for Monday evening, April
9, 2012 before the Castro Valley
Municipal Advisory Council. These
documents are attached for your
review and information. I have
reviewed the essence of these
documents with the City Manager and
we are currently in the process of
preparing a formal written comment to
be submitted for the public record
regarding the application.

I want to assure the Mayor and
Councilmembers that the overall
application is flawed in a number of
ways and is simply unacceptable for
serious consideration by the County.
County Planning Department staff
recognize this and you will note on the
first page of the staff report the
recommendation is for a denial of the
application. The staff analysis contains
a number of significant points but
there are three worth noting in
particular: (1) the site has been
designated by ballot initiative Measure

D (approved by the electorate of
Alameda County in November 2000)
as within the "Resource Management"
area, a land use classification which
severely restricts residential
development and requires a minimum
lot size of 100 acres; (2) an
amendment of the Castro Valley Plan
which specifically designates this site
as being outside the Castro Valley
Urban Area, requires the approval of
the electorate of Alameda County by
way of an initiative process for which
the County has determined that the
applicant must deposit the cost of
such an election with the filing of any
hypothetical initiative, and (3) no
action can be taken by any decision
body to approve the application in
whole or in part without conforming to
the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act which has
clearly not happened.

As you may recall, an application
was filed with the City of San Leandro
in the mid1990s to develop a project
known as "The Boulders", a collection
of large executive homes on the
subject site. The proposal at that time
was to annex the property into San
Leandro, and connect the required
infrastructure to existing City and East
Bay Municipal Utility District services.
The project required massive grading
and it needed to address two active
earthquake faults, including the
Hayward Fault, which pass through
the site. Inevitably perhaps, the
massive storms in early 1998 resulted
in serious ground failure and land
displacement on the property and the
project was understandably
abandoned. Later, in 2000, Measure
D was passed, and since that time
there has not been any discussions
about the property with Community
Development staff until November
2011. At that time, County planning
staff inquired as whether or not the
quarry site was within the City's
Sphere of Influence and whether the
City had any interest in annexing the
site for potential development. No
details were provided to the City, likely
because they did not exist at that
time.

Luke A. Sims, AICP, Community
Development Director/City of San

Leandro (510) 5773320
lsims@ci.sanleandro.ca.us.
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Trees and Grass and Weeds OH MY!
Walking around the neighborhood,

I am always reminded of how
fortunate I am to live in such a
beautiful place. Of course, everyplace
has issues. The calls I get are mainly
about obstructions (mostly trees) that
have caused people to lose
their spectacular views.

Most BayOVista tracts
have CC&Rs which address
this issue, and have height
restrictions on trees and
bushes. Yes, I will be
happy to send a letter from
BOVIA to a neighbor who
has refused to trim or
remove offending trees.
NoBOVIA does not have the legalaut
hority to make a resident do this. We
must rely on people to be good

neighborhood citizens. Before a letter
is sent from BOVIA, talking to people
on your street and sending a letter
from a group of unhappy neighbors
may be more effective that complaints
from a single person.

The other option is
for a person or group

of neighbors to file a
suit against an
uncooperative
neighbor. This has
been done
successfully in the

past, with the
offending parties not

only having to trim
their trees, but also pay the court
costs. Most would consider this as a
last resort, but it is certainly an option.

For issues such as overgrown
weeds, trash, continuous garage
sales, etc., you can contact San
Leandro's Community Compliance
Department at 5773260. They will
check into the complaint and take
action if warranted. I have used this
service, and it does work. Let's all
pull together to keep BayOVista
beautiful.

I'm looking forward to a fantastic
Spring , and I hope to see you all
around the neighborhood!

Susan Engelhart  Neighborhood
Relations Director

Welcome New Neighbors
Estrene West, BOVIA’s Hospitality Director is pleased to introduce the following new neighbors to our BayOVista

community:

Attention all BayOVista high
school seniors!!! College or university
bound high school seniors graduating
in 2012, and whose parents reside in
BayOVista are eligible for and are
encouraged to apply for a 2012 Lee
Lundberg Memorial Scholarship.
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL
STUDENTS MUST APPLY
THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE
HIGH SCHOOLS.

The criteria for selection and
nomination of high school graduates
are as follows:

1) The student’s family must reside
in BayOVista and be a current

BOVIA
member (2012) as well as for the

previous two years (2010 and
2011.)

2) The student must apply for the
scholarship through their school

scholarship selection committee or
their high school counselor.

3) The general requirements for
the scholarship recipients
include academics and

extracurricular activities,
community service and financial
need. The Association is
interested in honoring students
who diligently apply themselves
to their studies and their

community.
Submission deadline is Saturday,

May 19, 2012. For question, please
contact Natalia Williams, Scholarship
Chair at 5102674693 or
nkingawilliams@sbcglobal.net.

• Cindy Chu of Daily Drive
• Donna Whitehouse of Benedict Drive
• Rafael Arroyo of Sandelin Avenue
• John and Hee Ja Lee of Regent Drive
• Helen Tien and Wei Chan of Lakeview Drive
• Charles and Suzanne Pershing of Graff

Avenue

• David and Lynn Topete of View Drive
• Jason Leong of Longview Drive
• Karen Schmidt of Hillside Circle
• Dana Wynns of Hillside Circle
• Carol and Mark Norberg of Scenicview Drive
• John and Barbara Trimmer of Skyview Drive

New residents are personally greeted into the community and presented with a resource packet and coffee gift card.
If you are new to BayOVista and have not yet been welcomed, please email Estrene at cewest1@sbcglobal.net

BOV Scholarships!
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Wayne Gregori President 5108951066 wg@gregorigroup.com
George Tucker Vice President 5104830389 gjdtucker@juno.com
Anjali AtalGupta Secretary 5106148561 anjali_atal@hotmail.com
Bob Engelhart Treasurer 5108958926 rengelha@aol.com
Barbara Bugna Parliamentarian 5104830375 barbugna@earthlink.net
Susan Engelhart Director/Community Realations 5108958926 sme1950@aol.com
Jill Gregori Director/Newsletter 5108951066 jill@gregorigroup.com
Natalia Williams Director/Scholarship 5102674693 nkingawilliams@sbcglobal.net.
Estrene West Director/Hospitality 5103571408 cewest1@sbcglobal.net
David Anderson Director/At Large 5108951385 andersondavel1@aol.com
Linda Dana Director/ At Large 5103572668 lfd226@sbcglobal.net

2012 BOVIA Board of Directors

BOVIA General Meeting
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 from 7:00 to 9:00p.m.

Guest Speaker:City Manager, Chris Zapata
Main Library, 300 Estudillo Avenue

Lecture Hall  Doors open at 6:45p.m.




